Fertility issues in Female Cancer Survivors

Common fertility issues
Source:

Cancer Council Victory (2016). Women’s Fertility and Cancer Treatment. Cancer Council Victory. Retrieved from https://www.cancervic.org.au/living-with-cancer/commonside-effects/fertility/womens-fertility-cancer-treatment
	Table for a Secondary Source

	What is the purpose of this source’s information?


	This source provides insightful information on women fertility and cancer and in particular cancer treatment.  


	Who is the most appropriate audience for

this information?
	This source is most appropriate for women living with cancer.

	What information is provided by this source?


	The source provides an overview of cancer treatment that is; chemotherapy, radiotherapy, surgical operations and hormonal therapy, and how they affect the fertility of women. 

	What do you conclude from this source?


	It can be concluded that each of the cancer treatment has a direct impact on women fertility and as a result, they should be very cautious about pregnancy when undertaking the treatments. 

	What cautions do you raise about the limits of this source?


	Looking at the valuable information that the source provides, I think it would have been appropriate to look at the issues of fertility and cancer on the men side as well. 

	What particularly interesting/valuable things could a reader learn from this source?


	This source provides valuable information relating to fertility and how it can be affected by the various forms of cancer treatment. 

	Author(s) and year
	Cancer Council Victory (2016).


Impact on quality of life

Source: 

Akel, R., El Darsa, H., Anouti, B., Mukherji, D., Temraz, S., Raslan, R., ... & Assi, H. (2017). Anxiety, Depression and Quality of Life in Breast Cancer Patients in the Levant. Asian Pacific Journal of Cancer Prevention, 18(10), 2809-2816. Retrieved from Journal. Waocp. Org/article-51046-2294f09503d9aa2b5e07b57164463.pdf 

	Table for Primary Source

	What was the purpose of the study?
	This study was conducted to determine the prevalence of both anxiety and depression among the Arab patients living with breast cancer while at the same time assessing their quality of life in reference socio demographic and clinical characteristics. 



	Who did the author use in the study?
	In this study, the author used female breast cancer patients who were diagnosed between the month of January 2009 and March 2014. 



	How did the study produce data for research variables?

	The study produced data by interviewing the participants.

	What were the major steps in performing the study?

	The study produced data for the research variables by first recruiting participants. The participants were recruited from outpatient clinics of Naef K. Bsile Cancer Institute at the American University of Beirut Medical Center (AUBMC). This was done from November 2015 to December 2016. With the use of two validated questionnaires, an interview was conducted to the participants where data on Hospital Anxiety and Depression Scale, Functional Assessment of Cancer therapy and socio-demographic and clinical characteristics were collected. The data was later summarized and analyzed.


	What were the results?


	In the study, a total of 150 patients were interviewed. It was established that 68.7% of the patient were assessed 3 to 5 year after their initial diagnosis. These patients had undergone through surgery, chemotherapy, radiation or hormonal therapy in a percentage of 97.3%, 79.3%, 80.7% and 86.0% respectively.

	What does the author conclude?
	The author concludes that there is a great need of coming up with individualized interventions together with psychosocial support programs aimed at promoting physical and psychological well-being of the breast cancer patients.  



	What cautions do you raise about the limits of this study?


	This study was only limited in one geographical area, there was a need to get information from different areas. 


	What cautions does the researcher raise about interpreting the study?


	Among the major limitations of this study are: lack of a disease-free control group for comparison of psychological well-being scores, failure to collect information regarding extent of disease and progression or recurrence of breast cancer since baseline, and lack of a well-representative sample due to small sample size



	What particularly interesting/valuable things could a reader learn from this study?


	From this study, the reader will be in a position to get insightful information about anxiety and depression and how they affect quality of life of patients with Breast Cancer. 

 

	Author(s) and year


	Akel, R., El Darsa, H., Anouti, B., Mukherji, D., Temraz, S., Raslan, R., & Assi, H. (2017).


